Town of Montague Bylaws
Chapter 2004-01: Companion Animal Control Bylaw

Town of Montague
Bylaw Number 2004-01

Companion Animal Control Bylaw

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MONTAGUE PURSUANT TO THE
MUNICIPALITIES ACT, R.S.P.E.L

PART 1: TITLE

1 1.1

This Bylaw shall be referred to as the “Town of Montague Companion Animal Control
Bylaw. and may be cited as the “Animal Control Bylaw” from time to time.

PART 11: SCOPE

2 2.1

This Bylaw shall apply to the Town of Montague

PART 111: DEFINITIONS

3. In this Bylaw:

3.1 “Animal” includes but is not limited to dogs, cats. and other domesticated pets;

3.2 “Animal Shelter” means any place designated by the Town of Montague for the
detention of animals impounded as set out in this Bylaw;

33 “Athletic Park” means an area designed for the formal individual. team or competitive
sport activities and shall include all property within the external boundaries of such
fields;

34 “At Large” means an unleashed companion animal in a public place or on private
property other than that of the owner of the companion animal without the permission of
the owner or occupant of said property or a companion animal not under control;

35 “Cat” does not include an unweaned kitten;

3.6 “Cemetery” means all cemeteries located within the Town of Montague;

3.7 “Companion Animal” means any dog or cat, male or female, or any animal that is the
result of the breeding of a companion animal

3.8 “Council” means the Town Council of the Town of Montague,

3.9 “Dog” means a male or female dog, and does not include an unweaned pup;

3.10  “Enforcement Officer” means a duly authorized person appointed by the Town,
including a Bylaw Enforcement Officer and Animal Control Officer, or a member of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

3.11 “Former Owner” means the person who at the time of impoundment was the owner of
an animal which has subsequently been sold or destroyed:
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(5 )

13

(¥5)

3.15

3.16

3.17

3.18

“Identification System” means any system either external or internal, for the purpose
of the identification of an animal which contains a serial number or other means of
prescribed identification;

“Judge” means a Judge of the Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island;
“Kennel” means an establishment for the breeding and/or boarding of animals;

“Leash” means a chain or other material capable of restricting the animal on which
it is being used.

“Municipality” means the Town of Montague;

“Microchip” means an encoded electronic device implanted in an animal by or under
the supervision of a veterinarian, which contains a unique code number that provides
owner information that is stored in a central database;

“Muzzle” means a humane fastening or covering device of adequate strength over the
mouth of an animal to prevent it from biting;

“Neutered” means any animal that is sexually sterile;
“Noise” means barking, howling, or any other noise made by an animal;

“Owner” means any person who possesses, has care of, control of or harbors a
companion animal, or registers a companion animal and where the person is a
minor, includes the person responsible for the custody of the minor;

“Park” means the area over which the Town has ownership or exercises control, and
so as not to restrict the generality of the foregoing, includes;

(a) the lands and facilities designated for use as a public park including boardwalks.
pathways and roads within the designated area;

(b) lands and facilities placed under the jurisdiction of the
Parks and Recreational Manager, or Parks and Recreational
Committee,

“Provincial Court” means the Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island;

“Playground” means an area on which various children’s play apparatus is located.
The area may be isolated on a site or may be part of a larger park and shall include
that area within twenty (20) meters in all directions from the outside dimensions

of any such play apparatus unless the park boundary is lesser in distance.

“School Ground” means that area of land which is property owned by the
Eastern School District of Prince Edward Island.

“Trap” means snare. spring trap, deadfall, box trap, net, leg hold, and killing trap
or any other device used to capture animals.
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“Vicious Dog” means any dog. whatever its age. whether on public or private
property, which has

(a) without provocation, chased, injured or bitten any other domestic animal,
or human; or

(b) without provocation, damaged or destroyed any public or private property:
or

(©) without provocation, threatened or created the reasonable apprehension of a
threat to other domestic animals or humans; and

which, in the opinion of an Enforcement Officer, presents a threat of serious harm to
other domestic animals or Humans; or

(d) been determined to be a vicious dog under this Bylaw.

provided that no dog shall be deemed vicious if it is a professionally trained guard dog
while lawfully engaged for law enforcement.

“Wading or Swimming Area” means any area designed as an outdoor wading or
swimming area. This shall include any private or public beaches, decks, backyard
wading or swimming areas and shall include that area within 70 feet in all
directions of the outside dimensions of such areas.

PART 1V: ADMINISTRATION

4 4.1

This bylaw shall be administered and enforced by the Chief Administrative Officer and
the Enforcement Officer(s).

PART V: RESPONSIBILITY OF DOG OWNERS

5 5.1 (@)  The owner of a dog shall ensure that such dog shall not:

(D) bite a person or persons whether on the property of the owner or not;

(ii) do any other act that injures a person or persons whether on the
property of the owner or not;

(iii) chase or otherwise threaten a person or persons whether on the property
of the owner or not, unless the person chased or threatened is a
trespasser on the property of the owner;

(iv) bite, bark at. or chase bicycles, automobiles, or other vehicles;

W) bark, howl. or otherwise disturb any person;

(vi) cause damage to property or other animals;

(vii) upset any waste receptacles or scatter the contents thereof either in or
about a street. lane, or other public property or in or about premises not
belonging to or in the possession of the owner of the dog;
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n
%)

5.4

5.5

(viii) be left unattended in any motor vehicle unless the dog is restricted so as
10 prevent access to any persons as long as such restraint provides for
suitable ventilation;

(ix) be running at large.

((3)] The owner of a dog shall ensure that such dog is on a leash at all times when off
the owner’s property.

(c) The owner of a dog shall not permit his/her dog on any School Ground,
Playground, Athletic Park, Park, Cemetery, Wading or Swimming Area, unless
otherwise posted, and under his/her control by way of proper leash at all times,

(d) If a dog defecates on any public or private property other than the property
of its owner the owner shall remove defecation immediately.

(e) The owner of a companion animal shall provide the necessary sustenance and
conditions for the animal to maintain proper health.

No person shall keep a vicious dog within the Town of Montague.

The owner of a dog alleged to be vicious shall be provided a notice of a hearing for the
determination by the Provincial Court ten (10) clear days, not including Saturdays and
Sundays, before the date of the hearing.

Upon application, if it appears to the Justice that the dog should be declared to be a
vicious dog,. he shall make an order in a summary way declaring the dog to be a vicious
dog.

From the time of being declared a vicious dog until the dog is removed from the town, no
later than 7 calendar days after declaration, the owner shall ensure:

(a) such dog is confined indoors and under the control of a person over the age of
cighteen (18) years, or

(b) when such dog is outdoors it is locked in a pen or other structure, constructed to
prevent the escape of the vicious dog and capable of preventing the entry of any
person not in control of the dog.

(c) the locked pen or structure has secure sides and a secure top, and if it has no
bottom secured to the sides, the sides must be imbedded in the ground to a
minimum depth of six (6) inches.

(d) the locked pen or structure provides the vicious dog with shelter from the
elements and is constructed to provincial standards,

(e) the locked pen or structure complies with the set back requirements as defined in
the Town’s Zoning Bylaw.

Every owner of a female dog in heat shall confine such dog within a building or secure
enclosure on the owner’s property in a manner as to prevent the dog from coming into
contact with a male dog. Such confinement shall continue for the whole period that the
dog is in heat, except that such dog may be released from confinement for intentional
breeding.
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